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Solar Eclipse, August 21 

Area residents have a unique opportunity on August 21 to see a total solar eclipse! In a rare 

event, the path of the eclipse will cross the en!re United States, with great viewing oppor-

tuni!es across Nebraska. In our area, we will see a 99.1% eclipse due to the trajectory (see 

image below). 

 

The library will be handing out solar eclipse glasses, limited to 2 per family residing within 

the city limits or with a Pla0smouth Library card, while supplies last. Children will be using 

the glasses that we are giving to the Pla0smouth schools. 

 

Several suggested videos that were used in the July 28 presenta!on by Karen Mier are 

linked on our home page, www.pla0smouthlibrary.org. 

We’re on Facebook! 

h0p:!nyurl.com/2atk91 
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Check out our new LARGE PRINT   (Book descripons courtesy of Amazon.com) 

If you like reading John Sandford, 
check out these authors: 
 

Patterson, James 

Connelly, Michael 

Burke, James Lee 

Deaver, Jeffery 

 

  Source: Novelist.com 
 

John Sandford recommends these 

books: 

 

The Ranger (2011) (Quinn Colson, 

book 1) by Ace Atkins 
  

"With terrific, inflected characters, 

and a dark, subtle sense of place 

and history, The Ranger is an ex-

cep!onal novel." 

 

 

IQ (2016) (IQ, book 1) 

by Joe Ide 

 

"Joe Ide is the best new writer I've 

encountered in recent years. IQ is a 

terrific book with an unexpected 

story, whose lead character has 

great poten!al for a series." 
 

 

The Kingmaker (2003) (Sean 

Drummond, book 3) 

by Brian Haig 

 

"A must-read thriller writer... a 

star." 
 

 

Source Fantasticfiction.com  

Michael Tanner is on his way home 

from a business trip when he acci-

dentally picks up the wrong MacBook 

in an airport security line. He doesn’t 

no!ce the mix-up un!l he arrives 

home in Boston, but by then it’s too 

late. Tanner’s curiosity gets the be0er 

of him when he discovers that the 

owner is a US senator and that the 

laptop contains top secret files.      

 

When Senator Susan Robbins realizes she’s come back 

with the wrong laptop, she calls her young chief of staff, 

Will Abbo0, in a panic. Both know that the senator broke 

the law by uploading classified documents onto her per-

sonal computer. If those documents wind up in the wrong 

hands, it could be Snowden 2.0—and her career in poli!cs 

will be over. She needs to recover the MacBook before it’s 

too late.  

  

When Will fails to gain Tanner’s coopera!on, he is forced 

to take measures to retrieve the laptop before a bigger 

security breach is revealed.  He turns to an unscrupulous 

“fixer” for help.  In the mean!me, the security agency 

whose files the senator has appropriated has its own 

methods, darker s!ll—and suddenly Tanner finds himself a 

hunted man, on the run, terrified for the safety of his fami-

ly, in desperate need of a plan, and able to trust no one. 
—————————————————————————— 

Ronni Sunshine leJ London for Holly-

wood to become a beau!ful, charis-

ma!c star of the silver screen. But at 

home, she was a narcissis!c, disinter-

ested mother who alienated her three 

daughters. 

  

As soon as possible, tomboy Nell fled 

her mother’s overbearing presence to 

work on a farm and find her own way 

in the world as a single mother. The 

target of her mother’s cri!cism, Meredith never felt good 

enough, thin enough, pre0y enough. Her life took her to 

London—and into the arms of a man whom she may not 

even love. And Lizzy, the youngest, more like Ronni than 

any of them, seemed to have it easy, using her drive and 

ambi!on to build a culinary career to rival her mother’s 

fame, while her marriage crumbled around her.  

  

But now the Sunshine sisters are together again, called 

home by Ronni, who has learned that she has a serious 

disease and needs her daughters to fulfill her final wishes. 

And though Nell, Meredith, and Lizzy have never been 

close, their mother’s illness draws them together to con-

front the old jealousies and secret fears that have threat-

ened to tear these sisters apart. As they face the loss of 

their mother, they will discover if blood might be thicker 

than water aJer all... 
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Con!nued on page 4... 

Fic/on 

Assassin's fate by Hobb, Robin 

Blame by Abbo0, Jeff 

The breakdown by Paris, B. A. 

The co0age by Phillips, Michael R. 

A dangerous place by Winspear, Jacqueline 

Down a dark road by Cas!llo, Linda 

A faith of her own by Fuller, Kathleen 

The fallen by Atkins, Ace 

Five days in skye by Laureano, Carla 

Fool's quest by Hobb, Robin 

House of spies by Silva, Daniel 

The inheritance by Phillips, Michael R. 

The late show by Connelly, Michael 

The legacy by Phillips, Michael R. 

The Magdalen girls by Alexander, V. S. 

Magpie murders by Horowitz, Anthony 

The nearness of you by Garlock, Dorothy 

Paradise valley by Box, C. J. 

Same beach, next year by Frank, Dorothea Benton 

Secrets of the Tulip Sisters by Mallery, Susan 

The sleeping witness by De Maria, Fiorella Sultana 

The Strawberry Hearts Diner by Brown, Carolyn 

Words of radiance by Sanderson, Brandon 
 

Large Print 

Come sundown by Roberts, Nora 

Deadfall by Fairstein, Linda A. 

The duchess by Steel, Danielle 

Indecent exposure by Woods, Stuart 

The late show by Connelly, Michael 

Lost and found sisters by Shalvis, Jill 

The Sunshine sisters by Green, Jane 
 

Audiobooks 

The breakdown by Paris, B. A. 

Deadfall by Fairstein, Linda A. 

Down a dark road by Cas!llo, Linda 

House of spies by Silva, Daniel 

The late show by Connelly, Michael 

Secrets of the tulip sisters by Mallery, Susan 

The silent corner by Koontz, Dean R. 

Use of force by Thor, Brad 
 

Non-Fic/on Audiobook 

The vanishing American adult : our coming-of-age crisis 

by Sasse, Benjamin E. 

 

Non-Fic/on 

Al Franken, giant of the Senate by Franken, Al 

Ball Back to Basics Foolproof Guide to Canning Jam, 

Jellies, Pickles, and More 

But I'm not a wicked stepmother! by Lipp, Kathi 

An everlas!ng meal by Adler, Tamar 

Give a girl a knife by Thielen, Amy 

The hero with a thousand faces by Campbell, Joseph 

Hue 1968 : a turning point of the American war in Vi-

etnam by Bowden, Mark 

I can't make this up by Hart, Kevin 

The keto diet by Vogel, Leanne 

Make your bed : li0le things that can change your 

life...and maybe the world by McRaven, William H. 

Myths to live by, by Campbell, Joseph 

The power of myth by Campbell, Joseph 

Sorted : freedom through structure by Perkins, Gillian 

Stepparen!ng : 50 one-minute dos and don'ts for step-

dads and stepmoms by Hicks, Randall 

Walk soJly and carry a great bag : on-the-go devo!ons by 

Tomeo, Teresa 
 

Teen Fic/on 

Calamity by Sanderson, Brandon 

Caraval by Garber, Stephanie 

The enemy by Higson, Charles 

Extraordinary means by Schneider, Robyn 

The hunger games by Collins, Suzanne 

I see London, I see France by Mlynowski, Sarah 

Naruto: Kakashi's story by Kishimoto, Masashi 

Things we know by heart by Kirby, Jessi 

The twisted ones by Cawthon, Sco0 

What I thought was true by Fitzpatrick, Huntley 
 

Teen Graphic Novel 

Black butler by Toboso, Yana 

Green Arrow by Percy, Benjamin 

Kingdom Hearts. 1, Final mix by Amano, Shiro 

Kingdom Hearts. Final mix. 2 by Amano, Shiro 

The lost boy by Ruth, Greg 

Tokyo Mew Mew. Omnibus 1, 2, 3 by Yoshida, Reiko 

Volcano trash : a Double+ adventure by Sears, Ben 
 

Video 

Alison's choice 

By God's grace 

Elementary. The fourth season 

Heaven sent 

John Wick. Chapter 2 

Orphan black. Season four 

Power Rangers 

Ripper Street. Season four 

Sherlock. Season four 

Smurfs, the lost village 

Underworld. Blood wars 

The zookeeper's wife 
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...Con!nued from page 3 

A complete list of new titles can be found on our web-

site, www.plattsmouthlibrary.org, under New Titles. 

 

Easy 

And then comes Christmas by Brenner, Tom 

And then comes Halloween by Brenner, Tom 

And then comes summer by Brenner, Tom 

Double take! : a new look at opposites by Hood, Susan 

Hap-pea all year! by Baker, Keith 

HaTe & Hudson by Van Dusen, Chris 

Li0le green peas by Baker, Keith 

LMNO pea-quel by Baker, Keith 

Lost and found what's that sound? by Ying, Jonathan 

My shadow by Stevenson, Robert Louis 

Not quite black and white by Ying, Jonathan 

Not quite narwhal by Sima, Jessie 

Prince and Pirate by Gunnufson, Charlo0e 

The storm book by Zolotow, Charlo0e 

There might be lobsters by Crimi, Carolyn 

Wet by Sookocheff, Carey 

Where are you? by Williamson, Sarah 

You don't want a unicorn! by Dyckman, Ame 

 

Juvenile Fic/on 

The boy who saved baseball by Ri0er, John H. 

Chasing secrets by Choldenko, Gennifer 

Dark waters by Holt, Christopher 

Do not open! by Parisi, Mark 

Donut go breaking my heart by Nelson, Suzanne 

The door in the alley by Kress, Adrienne 

Endurance by London, C. Alexander 

Enemy lines by London, C. Alexander 

Escape from the great earthquake by Messner, Kate 

The family Fletcher takes Rock Island by Levy, Dana Ali-

son 

The howling ghost by Pike, Christopher 

Hyacinth and the secrets beneath by Weinstein, Jacob 

Sager 

It's a wrestling mat, not a dance floor by Nickel, Sco0 

Katana at Super Hero High by Yee, Lisa 

Lights, camera, middle school! by Holm, Jennifer L. 

Look out! ghost mountain below by Oliver, Lin 

The misadventures of the family Fletcher by Levy, Dana 

Alison 

Once upon the end by Riley, James 

Posted by Anderson, John David 
 

Juvenile Graphic Novel 

5 worlds. Book 1, The sand warrior by Siegel, Mark 

Chloe and the lion by Barne0, Mac 

Cleopatra in space. Book four, The golden lion by 

Maihack, Mike 

Comics Squad. Deten!on! 

The force oversleeps by Krosoczka, Jarre0 

Garfield fat cat 3-pack by Davis, Jim 

Invisible Emmie by Libenson, Terri 

The li0le mermaid by Metaphrog 

The short con by Toms, Pete 

Space dumplins by Thompson, Craig 

Sunny side up by Holm, Jennifer L. 

Trea!es, trenches, mud, and blood by Hale, Nathan 

Yo-kai watch. 1, [Nate's lucky day] by Konishi, Noriyuki 

 

Juvenile Music 

S!nky feet by Cosgrove, Jim 

 

Juvenile Non-Fic/on 

Egyptology : search for the tomb of Osiris by Sands, Emi-

ly 

Epic adventures of Odysseus : an interac!ve mythologi-

cal adventure by Hoena, B. A. 

Escape from Alcatraz by Braun, Eric 

Harriet Tubman's escape by Troupe, Thomas Kingsley 

MinecraJ : Guide to : Crea!ve by Jelley, Craig 

Olympians vs. Titans by Gunderson, Jessica 

Origami dinosaurs for beginners by Montroll, John 

Paul Revere's ride by Troupe, Thomas Kingsley 

Shadows and reflec!ons by Hoban, Tana 

Top basketball !ps by Rissman, Rebecca 

Totally amazing facts about military vehicles by Meister, 

Cari 

The ul!mate player's guide to minecraJ by O'Brien, Ste-

phen 

Adopt-a-Book 

Blame by Abbott, Jeff 

The break down by Paris, B.A. 

House of spies by Silva, Daniel 

Memorials 

In Memory of Mary Olberding 

 

Praying for our adult sons and daughters : placing 

them in the heart of God by Boucher, John J. 
 

The sleeping witness by De Maria, Fiorella Sultana 
 

Walk soJly and carry a great bag : on-the-go devo-

!ons by Tomeo, Teresa 



 

 

Page 5                                                Between the Pages                             August 2017 

When Plattsmouth was the Mormon Trail 

Harlan Seyfer, Plattsmouth National Historic District Historian 

Pla0smouth and other Missouri River towns are oJen considered “also-rans” when compared 

with Omaha.  This is especially true when it comes to the emigra!on west.  True, Nebraska City had Russell, Majors, 

and Waddell Freigh!ng carrying supplies to nearly all army posts in the West.  And it is also true that the Omaha 

suburb of Florence was the site of the 1847-1848 Winter Quarters, from which the Mormon Trail led to Utah.  But 

such was not always the case. 

The Mormon Trail – as well as the Oregon and California Trails – had many varia!ons, so much so  that historian 

Stanley Kimball said the three trails combined as “much like two ropes frayed at both ends and stretched along the 

north and the south banks of the Pla0e River.” 

One of those “frays” along the south bank ran through Pla0smouth.  Before 1855, when Pla0smouth was incorpo-

rated, this river crossing was known variously as Coons’ Ferry, Bethlehem Ferry, or Mar!n’s Ferry.  All three names 

were appropriate, as in 1847 Liabeas Coon was opera!ng a flatboat ferry at this point.  A Mormon, Coon helped 

found the town of Coonville, renamed Glenwood when it became the Mills County seat in 1853.   A year earlier 

(1852), Samuel Mar!n submi0ed a pe!!on to the Mills County Court in Coonville (following spelling as in original):  

To the Honerable Court of Mills County. 

I pray your Honor for license to establish and keep a ferry at Pla0sville acrost the Misourie 

river in the county of Mills and State of Iowa, extending three-forths of a mild down the riv-

er and one and one forth milds up said river from the town of Pla0sville, for the term of ten 

years, January the fiJh, A. D. 1852. 

[signed] Samuel Mar!n.
 
 

There is some debate whether Pla0sville ever existed.  Across from today’s Pla0smouth, the city of Bethlehem was 

founded by Mormons in 1850 at the point from which Mar!n may have operated his ferry.  Bethlehem was in sec-

!ons 25 and 26 of what is now Pla0eville Township of Mills County, Iowa.  By 1850, the Mormons had established 

many towns in western Iowa to use as staging points for their trek west.  In spring, many of them would begin gath-

ering in Kanesville (Council Bluffs today) to form companies (i.e., wagon trains) for the move west. 

During the spring of 1850, the rivers flowing into the Pla0e from the north repeatedly flooded.  The Saints were 

forced to look for an alterna!ve.  They were drawn to the area that would become Pla0smouth, which lies in the 

first east-west valley south of the Pla0e River.  Historian Stanley Kimbell noted: 

… these accounts indicate that the Mormons did not pick up the Oxbow [Trail] at Nebraska 

City but to the west by two differing routes from the Bethlehem or Pla0smouth Ferry.  This 

ferry was very popular with the Mormons because it was only about twenty-five miles south 

of Winter Quarters and Council Bluffs and during high water enabled them to avoid the 

Elkhorn and Loup Rivers crossings.  This ferry was used between 1849 and 1867 especially 

during the high water years of 1850-52. 

 

In 1850, the Mormons who gathered in Kanesville, instead of crossing the Missouri River there, moved south to 

Bethlehem and crossed the Missouri on Liabeas Coon’s ferry.   The Mormon Emigra!on Agent in Kanesville, Orson 

Hyde, and the ou\iTng agent in Bethlehem, Wilford Woodruff, oversaw the shiJ. 
Con!nued on page 6.. 
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Between June 3 and July 4, 1850, 13 wagon trains with over 5000 souls were ferried across the Missouri and leJ for 

Utah.  They took an average of 98 days to make the trip.  The quickest took just 78 days. The wagon train in charge 

of Wilford Woodruff was heavily loaded with machinery and household goods.  Not surprisingly, Woodruff’s train 

took the longest to make the journey at 116 days. 
 

The Mormon Lady in the Street 

In September 1876, the Nebraska Herald in Pla0smouth observed: 

As a team was passing up the hill between the Episcopal Rectory and the residence E.B. Lewis [on 

Third Street], the wheels broke through the ground and a coffin was said to be discovered.  We 

went up and examined the ground and confess we could see no signs of the coffin, although the 

hole was there and the ground was se0led about the length of a coffin.  We await further develop-

ments by the authori!es. 
 

A week later the Herald reported: 

In our last issue we spoke of an appearance of a grave on the hill near the Episcopal Church.  

Thursday, Sept. 21, the body was exhumed by the Marshal.  Drs. Livingston, Schildnicht, McCrea 

and Root, examined the remains but could not exactly agree whether they were the bones a man 

or woman.  Old se0lers know of a woman buried in 1850 and a man in 1854. 

The following le0er gives, we think, a reliable account of the affair: 

Greenwood, Neb., 

September 26, 1876 

Editor Herald:  Sir – I see by the H^_`ab of the 21
st

, that as a team was passing up the hill near Mr. 

E.B. Lewis’ the wheels broke through the ground and a coffin was discovered.  I know that there is 

a grave somewhere near that place.  I was living on the east bank of the Missouri River in the 

years of 1850 and 1851.  In 1850 all or nearly all the emigra!on passed up the east side [sic] of the 

Pla0e River and a large number of them crossed the Missouri River at your place.  In fact all the 

Mormons crossed there.  Now this grave of which I speak was made in 1850; a lady died of chol-

era and was buried there.  My idea of it always has been that it was just in front of the place 

where Dr. Donelan lives, but I may be that much mistaken.  I expect that I am the only one in the 

county that knows anything about it unless it may be that Mr. James O’Neill remembers it.  The 

lady was going to California or Salt Lake, I have forgo0en which. 

[signed] Old Se0ler. 
 

“Old Se0ler” is not iden!fied by the paper.  A check of the Pla0smouth City Council mee!ng minutes from that !me 

reveals no men!on of how the authori!es disposed of the body.   James O’Neil, who died in 1880, was also living on 

the east side of the river in 1850.  He was a member of the Pla0smouth Town Company. 

 

 



 

 

Did you know we offer the following 

services? 

• Lamina!ng 

• Scan to email (free) 

• Fax 

• Copies 

• Table and chair rental (free) 

Improved Access to e-Audiobooks and e-Magazines 
 

The library offers e-books and audiobooks through the OverDrive service, and it offers OneClick Digital audiobooks 

and Zinio e-magazines through Recorded Books. As of June 27, you will only have to search two services instead of the 

current three services. Recorded Books launched a new app on June 27 that allows you to search the OneClick Digital 

audiobooks and Zinio e-magazines at the same !me. 

The new app from Recorded Books, called RBdigital, was 

launched on June 27. The unified RBdigital app offers: 

 

• Audiobooks and magazines in a single mobile app 

• Significantly improved user experience and naviga!on 

• In-app preview, checkout, renewal and !tle overview for 

finding sought-aJer content 

• App no!fica!ons to patrons for user engagement and tech-

nical support 

• Simple menu structure and expanded help pages for all us-

er levels 

New App! 
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August 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Bridge Commission 

4pm 

2  Storytime 10am 3 Storytime 10am 

Omaha Astronom-

ical Society on 

Solar Eclipse 

6:30pm 

4 5 

     Book Club 
      10 am  

6 7  Cass County  
   Carvers 12 pm 

8 9  Storytime 10am 10 Storytime 10am 11 12 

13 14  Cass County  
    Carvers 12 pm 

15 16  Storytime 10am 17  Storytime 10am 18 19 

20 21  Cass County  
     Carvers 12 pm 

22 23  Storytime 10am 24 Storytime 10am 25  

Fun-tastic 

Friday 1:30 pm 

26 

27 28  Cass County  
     Carvers 12 pm 

 

FPPL  

5 pm 

29 30 Storytime 10am 

Library Board 

5:30pm 

31  Storytime 10am   

September 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2  
Book Club 

       10 am  

3 4 

CLOSED 

5 

Bridge Commission 

4pm 

6  Storytime 10am 7  Storytime 10am 8 

CLOSED 

9 

CLOSED 

10 11  Cass County  
   Carvers 12 pm 

12 13  Storytime 10am 14  Storytime 10am 15 16 

17 18  Cass County  
   Carvers 12 pm 

19 
Medicare  

1 pm—2 pm 

20 Storytime 10am 21 Storytime 10am 22  

Fun-tastic 

Friday 1:30 pm 

23 

24 25  Cass County  
     Carvers 12 pm 

26 27 Storytime 10am 

Library Board 

5:30pm 

28 Storytime 10am 29 30 



 

 

 

Thank you to the individuals and businesses that 

made dona/ons to our Summer Reading Program!   


